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       Principalõs Message 

              Laurie B. Francis 
   
Thanks to you, your children, and the 

CVMS  faculty and staff for a smooth 

opening of school!  We began the year 

with 1438 students, slightly over our pro-

jected enrollment.  We have added one 

new Physical Science class since the first 

day of school to accommodate enrollment.  

Please know it is never our goal to change 

student schedules, but, unfortunately 

something that often comes with the terri-

tory of a complex secondary master sched-

ule.  I am grateful to our counselors for 

their diligence in processing all changes  

by the beginning of the second week of 

school.  I am pleased that schedule 

changes were minimal this year and de-

spite budget cuts, CVôs class size is well 

within the average of previous school 

years.  Most of all, I am also pleased to 

report that all of our students are settled 

into classes and doing quite well.  It was 

awesome to see almost 100% of our par-

ents at our Back-to-School Night event.  

Thank you for your cooperation with traf-

ficéand, a special thank you to our walk-

ers, shuttle riders and car poolers! 
 

It is hard to believe that we are already 

anticipating the end of the first academic 

quarter on Weds., Nov. 4.  All students 

will carry home their 1st Quarter Progress 

Reports on Tuesday, Nov. 10 (Dig deep in 

that backpack if need be!).  These Progress 

Reports are not a part of your studentôs 

permanent transcript but rather serve as a 

mid-semester update regarding your stu-

dentôs progress in all classes. Only semes-

ter Report Cards (January & June) are part 

of your studentôs transcript.  While your 

childôs progress report is meaningful and 

significant, I urge you to visit the AERIES 

Portal on at least a bi-weekly basis.  The 

AERIES Portal provides you with daily, in 

depth insight into your studentôs progress 

and assignment completion (both in school 

and at home).  Thus, this provides for the 

ongoing opportunity to keep your student 

on a steady course to success.  Not to men-

tion that it can also provide for as a signifi-

cant bargaining tool during ñnegotiationsò 

with your child.  My typical response to 

my own middle schoolers with regard to a 

weekend social event is, ñPull up your 

AERIES Portal.ò  Please take advantage  

of this powerful tool. 

               Congratulations! 
 Once again CV enjoys outstanding per-

formance on the standardized testing.  

Thanks to the hard work of our students, 

faculty, staff, and families, our school 

leads the state on the statewide STAR tests 

administered in May of 2009.  This year, 

CV made a 5 point gain on the API index!  

Our studentsô outstanding performance on 

the STAR assessment resulted in CVMS 

earning an Academic Performance Index 

(API) of 965 out of a possible 1000!  This 

state indicator of school quality ranks CV 

first among San Diego county middle 

schools and among the top in the state.  

Similar schools ranking will be published 

later in the year.   
    
In all four core academic areas, students 

demonstrated significant gains in advanc-

ing upward within and between the quar-

tiles.  This includes upward gains for stu-

dents who were already at the proficient 

and advanced levels.  Moreover, 80% of 

the students who participated in the Before 

School Enrichment program and took ad-

vantage of after school tutoring demon-

strated gains in Math and Language Arts 

CST scores.  Thank you parents for work-

ing with our extended day programs and 

making academics a priority for your chil-

dren. 
 

Our teachersô efforts with the Professional 

Learning Community (PLC) practice of 

utilizing standards-driven, common forma-

tive assessment data to drive instruction 

has also clearly positively impacted stu-

dent achievement.  I am extremely proud 

of our studentsô accomplishments and 

thank our faculty and families for their 

support of our students.  I am excited to 

continue this work in our goal to take stu-

dent achievement to the highest level.  

This is a truly team effort among students, 

parents, and the entire staff.  Our students 

are doing extremely well thanks to every-

oneôs focused efforts. 
 

            Attendance Matters! 
Itôs important to ensure that your children 

are in school every day except for medical 

reasons, family emergencies, or religious 

reasons:   What can you do to help? 
(1)  See that your child arrives on time. 

(2)  Plan family vacations during non- 

       school days. 

(3)  Schedule doctor appointments for  

your child after school hours.  If appt. is 

during the middle of the day, bring your 

child to school for part of the day. 
        
A Special ñThank Youò to our PTSA! 

 

This summer was extremely precarious as 

school administrators watched the state 

budget conversations.  The beacon in the 

storm for me was our amazing PTSA. 

They were on hand to step up and preserve 

programs that were funded by our frozen 

site budget.  CV was able to move forward 

with prudent program planning for our 

students because PTSAôs safety net was on 

hand to pick up costs for important pro-

grams such as Saturday Academic Sup-

port, Before School Enrichment and core 

academic tutorial programs.  Thank you 

again all families who give generously to 

our PTSA.  Your membership truly makes 

a difference for kids more than ever!  

             *EXPLORE Assessment 

Monday, Oct. 5ðSchedule on Page 9 
 
 

      (1)   8th graders only:  3 hr. assessment 

                    8:30ð11:30 a.m. 
      

  (2)   7th graders report to school:  

                     9:10 am.  (late start) 
    

  (3)   Students:   A-K   (last name) 
          Report to gym for special guest speaker 

          presentation on bullying and students. 
      

  (4)   Students:   L-Z  (last name) 
          Report to the PAC for academic planning  

          with our three counselors.   
 

(5)   Students will  ñswitchò  places:  10:15  
    
  *EXPLORE helps 8th graders build high school 

course plans that will help prepare them for 

college and work.  It also introduces students to 

career options that are relevant to their talents.  
 

Thank you to all of our families who have donated 

$10.00 toward their 8th graders ACT EXPLORE 

testing. 
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       Be Courteous to our Neighbors  
   

Before and after school, numerous parents are using Pell 

Place property as a drop off/pick up point.  Not only are 

they congesting the traffic for the owners, the children 

are walking through their landscape to reach their par-

ents parked in the cul-de-sac in their community.  As a 

result they are spending a great deal of money on secu-

rity to monitor this issue and replacing plants on a regu-

lar basis.   
   

                Please do not use Pell Place as a  

                    pick up or drop off location.   

 

       THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION!!!  

        
            
         HAVE YOU RESERVED YOUR 
          COPY YET FOR 2009-2010? 
    
                       REMEMBER 
             AFTER January 4, 2010  
             THE PRICE WILL BE $50. 
      

             CURRENTLY THE PRICE IS $45 OR 
    $5 WITH BALANCE PAID BY 4/1/10.                       

          ALL VISITORS TO CAMPUS ARE TO SIGN IN AT THE MAIN OFFICE.  A VISITORôS BADGE WILL BE PROVIDED. 

            

  ATTENTION 8TH GRADE PARENTS 
Many parents of 8th graders have not yet purchased an (09-10) yearbook for their student. 

      Donôt be ñout of the loopò in June without a book filled with Carmel Valley Memories ! ! !   

Y E A R B O O K  ?  

       AR OUND  

             THE  CORNER . . .  
October 5             8th Gr. Explore Assess. 

October 15           Welcome Dance/6-8/PAC 

October 15           PTSA Gen. Mtg/6-8/MC 

October 19           LATE START DAY 

Oct. 19ð23          Red Ribbon Week 

November 4         1st Quarter Ends 

November 11        No School/Veterans Day  

November 16        LATE START DAY 

Nov. 17ð19          Fall School Play 

Nov. 23ð27          Fall Break/Thanksgiving 

December  8          Orchestra Concert / 6-9 / PAC 

December  9          Band Concert / 6-9 / PAC 

December 18         Minimum Day 

                                  Dismissal 12:50 pm 

Dec. 21-Jan. 1       Winter Break 

January 4              Return to School 

January 11            LATE START DAY 

January 18            No School/MLKing, Jr.  

January 29            1st SEMESTER ENDS 

Feb. 1 & 2              No School/dist. inservice days  

Feb. 12 & 15          Presidentsô Holidays/No School 

February 22          LATE START DAY 

March 2                7th Grade Direct Writing Exam 

March 8                 Spring Photos 

March 15 ï19        Spirit Week 

March 22               LATE START DAY 

March 25               VPA Night (Visual Performing Arts)  

April 5ð9              Spring Break 

April 16                  3rd QUARTER Ends 

APRIL 19               LATE START DAY 

April 22                  School dance/6-8/PAC 

April 22                  PTSA Gen. mtg/6-8/MC 

May 4ð-7              STAR Testing 

May 10                    LATE START DAY 

May 11ð14            PTSA Staff Appreciation Wk 

May 17                    Career Faire 

May 31                    No school/Memorial Day 

June 3                      Awards/Talent Show Night 

June 8                      Orchestra Concert/PAC/6-9 

June 9                      Band/Jazz Concert/PAC/6-9 

June 10                    Dance Show/PAC/6:30-7:30 

June 16                    8th Grade Trip 

June 17                    8th gr. Dance, 6-8 pm / PAC 

June 18                    Last Day of School 

                          Dates Subject to Change! 

      

   CHERIE WALL . . . WE WILL MISS YOU!  
          A ñBobcatò Grrrrrrrrr to you! 

 

Congratulations to History 
Teacher, Cherie Wall, who has 
been appointed to an Assistant 
Principal position at Cajon Valley 
Middle School.   
 

Mrs. Wallôs nine year tenure at 
CVMS has been marked with 
dedication and innovation that 
has been integral to the creation of programs 
of excellence at CVMS.   
      

                 We wish Mrs.Wall well!  

                Laurie Francis and CV Staff!!!  
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   AUTUMN INFO FROM THE LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER . . .  
   

Weôre off and running!  We conducted orientation for all students and  book circulation 

is already through the roof!  We have a great group of parents doing ñlunch timeò and 

ñbefore schoolò supervision. Big thanks to all of you who have volunteered. 
   
Changes . . .  Budget cuts have affected the Media Center program.  Our staffing has been 

reduced by half, so please be patient if you need to contact us.  We will get back to you. 

Our library hours this year have been shortened to:  7:45 a.m.ð3:15 p.m.     
   
Did you know you have access to an excellent ñVirtual Libraryò from home?  Check out our website on the CVMS 

homepage.  Just click on Media Center.  There are links to our Online catalog (OPAC), online resources (see below), 

bibliography help and outside reading lists.   

Passwords are posted on the homepage. 
    

E-Books or SRCJr. (one access point) 

CVMS E-Books:  a select database of encyclopedias, almanacs, and specialized reference. 
      

Student Resource Center ð Junior ð SRCJr.:  A fully integrated database con-

taining thousands of documents, including full-text coverage of over 300 magazines & 

newspapers. 
    
World Book Encyclopedia ï new expanded edition 

            

A special thanks to all of you kind enough to ñAdopt a Bookò at Back-toïSchool Night.  

           Your contribution helps us keep up with the steady demand for new books. 
      
                                                 Hoping you ñfall into a good bookò this autumn! 

                                      Mary ñLibraryò Freeman and ñBobcatò Beverly Jacoby 

               SAVE YOUR ñBOX TOPSò 
                    Collecting Through January 14  
ASB is sponsoring a box top drive to get new computers 

and other educational needs for our school.  Homeroom 

classes will be competing to see who can bring in the most tops.  

The winning class will receive a Subway Party!!!    

                                      GO . . . BOBCATS! 

              MUSIC NEWS 
          Music Boosters  
              Marty Foltyn  
    

The award winning CV music program 

gives students the opportunity to develop 

and nurture their musical talents and inter-

ests through participation in band and or-

chestra courses.   

   

All families are welcome and  

encouraged to join Music Boosters. 

The boosters supports the program by rais-

ing funds to purchase instruments, equip-

ment, sheet music and instructional sup-

plies. 

 

One of our fund raisers is the following 

golf tournament: 
 
                                                                                                                                            

             PGA TOUR      
      (formerly Buick Invitational)    

            January 25-31, 2010           

        Golf Tournament Tickets 
  

For only $17, you can purchase a ticket to 

attend one of the best known golf tourna-

ments on the PGA Tour - scheduled for 

January 25-31, 2010. This ticket is good 

for one day entry into the tournament ANY 

DAY , even the finals, during the weeklong 

event. This is a significant reduction from 

the weekend price of $25 (advance pur-

chase) or $30 (at the gate). The best part 

is that $15 from each ticket sale goes 

directly to our music program. 
 

Hereôs how to buy tickets.  If you do not 

have a student in band or orchestra, please 

pick up a ticket form in the school office 

(or download from our website at http://

www.cvmsmb.com/golfticketssale.html) 

and return with your check to the Music 

Boosters box in the office. Your tickets 

will be mailed to you. 

     Thank you for supporting the  
        music program at CVMS! 

                               Coffee  

      Concerts 

           Monday, Oct. 26 / PAC 
   

10:25ð11:15      Chamber Orchestra 

  1:15ð 2:05       Bobcat Orchestra 

 

Coffee provided by the Boosters.  Flyers 

will be sent home with a list of edible 

treats students can bring. 

 

Parents:  Please check in at front desk 

and put on a ñVisitorsò badge. 

                    LOST & FOUND  

 If you have lost a large item (e.g., clothing, 

shoes, lunch bags) check out our Lost & 

Found outside in the blue bin.  If you have 

lost a small item (e.g., phone, jewelry, 

agenda book) check in the office at the  

Attendance desk.      Thank you! 

http://www.cvmsmb.com/golfticketssale.html
http://www.cvmsmb.com/golfticketssale.html
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                                                                  COUNSELING NEWS 

                                             Angie Miranda, Toni Zurcher, Lisa Curry  

Mrs. Miranda, Mrs. Zurcher and 

Mrs. Curry are excited that the 09-10 

school year is off to such a great start.  

As often happens in the beginning of 

each new year, our case loads change a 

little to accommodate all of our amaz-

ing students.  Please take note of the 

new alpha breakdown for students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Weôve got a great morning planned for 

our students on October 5.  Eighth 

grade students will be taking the EX-

PLORE test which will provide help-

ful information including practical 

hints for making a successful transition 

into high school, and helps students 

explore personally relevant career op-

tions.  On the same morning, 7th grad-

ers will arrive at 9:10 a.m. and attend 

two important assemblies (see sched-

ule on Page 9).  In one session, coun-

selors will be meeting with students in 

an effort to help them START OUT 

RIGHT.  Students will learn about 

counseling services, their confidential-

ity rights, promotion requirements (2.0 

in Math and English, plus proficient on 

the STAR), and study skills.  We do 

spend the majority of our time counsel-

ing students, so please do not hesitate 

to include us in the conversation if you 

have concerns about your studentôs 

well-being in any area.  In addition to 

our Starting Out Right presentation, 

7th grade students will also be attend-

ing an assembly on bullying preven-

tion. 

 

Deficiency Notices for any student 

currently earning a D or F will be 

mailed around October 7th.  If your 

child is having difficulty in a class, 

please contact the teacher directly for 

more information.  Encourage your 

child to record assignments daily in the 

agenda book we provided.  Check it at 

home and reward this important organ-

izational step.  If homework is not be-

ing completed regularly, try requiring a 

mandatory homework time with no 

distractions.  If your child claims that 

he has no homework, the time can be 

used to review for tests or read ahead 

in the text.  For more information, see 

ñA Parents Guide to Improving Your 

Child's Gradesò on the counseling 

website for trouble-

shooting ideas.    

 

 Happy Fall  

    Season!    

           

  WITH THE  

         PRINCIPAL 
   CONFERENCE ROOM 
         8:45ð9:45 a.m.  
(Meetings on Thursday mornings.)  

      

                        
 
 
 

AT  CARMEL  VALLEY  
 

Below is a list of CLUBS starting this month.  Please 

listen to the morning bulletin for room, day and time 

for club meetings.  The list will be up on the web site 

at the end of this week and posted on the office  

window.  Copies available in the school office.   

Students can join at any time!  If they are 

interested in joining a club, they attend the 

lunch time meeting. 
 
 

         Art, Anime, Sci/Fi, Origami, Card,  

Speech & Debate, Classic Film, Chess, 

Book Club, Math Counts, Math League, 

Club Live, Buddies, English Language 

Learners, Video and Film Production, 

Future Problem Solvers,  

New Student ñWelcomeò Club 
    

           

   Join a club and have fun at lunch! 

    A-G  Toni Zurcher  
   H-M  Lisa Curry  
   N-Z   Angie Miranda  

              November 12 

              December 3 

              January 7 

             February 11 

             March 4 

             April 1  

COFFEE  

              BOBCAT CONNECTIONS  
            Jeff Copeland, Assistant Principal  
    

Carmel Valley Middle School is ready to begin this yearôs 

Bobcat Connections support program.  

This program is de- signed to assist those 

students who may be struggling with 

their organizational skills.  Students who 

attend the program, which is scheduled for 

Mondays and Thursdays in the Me-

dia Center during homeroom period, pairs ñStudent 

Leadersò with those who need extra organizational sup-

port.  If you believe your child could benefit from this 

program, please contact Jeff Copeland, A. P. at x 3003. 
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            ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS  
                            Kasey Galik, APE Teacher  
   

Carmel Valley is 

looking forward to 

seeing you at the 4th 

Annual Adapted PE 

Sports League Bas-

ketball tournament.  

The goal of the day is to 

have APE students use their learned basketball game skills in a game 

situation that is fun, safe and non-competitive.  The districtôs nutrition 

services will be serving lunch to all participants. 
   

The adapted physical educators of the San Dieguito Union High School 

District have created an Adapted Physical Education Sports League. 

Each school with an APE Program has created a sports team, allowing 

schools to play various sports against one another. The non-competitive 

tournaments will be in basketball, soccer, and softball.  The 4th period 

Physical Education classes will be some of the cheering fans in the 

stands. JOIN US FOR FUN AND ñBOBCAT SPIRITò ON NOV. 6. 

    Carmel Valley Middle School  
4th Annual APE Basketball Tournament  

  Friday, November 6  
  10:30 a.m.ð 12:00 p.m. /  CVMS Gym  

  Welcoming Ceremony 10:30 a.m.  
 First Game at 10:40 a.m.  

 Awards Ceremony 12:00 p.m.  

                        ASB NEWS 
         (Associated Student Body)  
    

Our Welcome Back dance is on 

October 15 from 6-8 p.m.  

Tickets are on sale now for $6. 

Our theme is ñOne Haunted 

Eve.ò 
      

The Magazine Sale is going GREAT!!!  

The last turn in day is Tuesday, Oct. 6.  

Help us reach our goal to help support and 

provide activities for our  well-deserved 

students.  
   

Buy, Snip, Save, and help your school. The 

Box Tops Collection will continue through 

Jan. 14. The winning homeroom class will 

receive a prize.  
     
        Thank you students and parents 

        for your hard work and support. 

News from CVMS Safety Committee  
TRAFFIC AT CVMS  

Jeff Copeland, Assistant Principal  
 

           The school year is off to a fantastic start!   
    

Thank you for your help in trying to alleviate some of our 

morning and afternoon traffic  congestion. A few strategies 

as well as safety tips are listed below: 
        

  Drop off your child well before school starts.  Itôs  

    amazing how much of a difference 15 minutes can 

    make! The amount of traffic at 8:00 a.m. compared to  

    8:15 a.m. is like night and day. Save yourself some  

    aggravation and ensure your child makes it to their 

    first class on time by coming to school a few minutes  

    earlier. Our Media Center opens at 7:45 

    a.m. for the early birds. 
         

Pick up your child after 3:20 p.m.  The 

traffic is nearly nonexistent at that time.  

Weôll make sure your child is safe for an 

extra 15-20 minutes and our Media Center 

stays open until 3:15 p.m. 
      

Be sure to pick up and drop off your child at the curb.  

We do not want to increase the possibility of a child  

being injured trying to walk between the cars. 
   

Start and use a carpool.  Save our environment and 

yourself a little time and gas by implementing a 

neighborhood carpool.  Most likely there are a few of 

you heading here at the same time with room to spare in 

your vehicles. 
                 

Pick up and drop off your child at the ramp on Towns-

gate Drive.  Itôs a short walk up the ramp to our campus 

and the traffic on Townsgate is a fraction of that on 

Mykonos Lane. 

                                           

                Please be  sure to pick up and drop off the children on  

      the eastbound side (Rec Ctr. side) of Townsgate.  We  

      certainly do not want any of our children putting them- 

      selves in harmôs way by darting across the street. 
        

Pick up and drop off your child on Carmel Creek 

Road.  You can avoid having to deal with the Mykonos 

traffic by having your children walk up the north side 

(apt. side) of Mykonos.  Their short walk can save you 

a huge amount of time. 
  

Make sure your child is using the cross walk at the bot-

tom of Mykonos and walking up the north side (apt. 

side) of Mykonos.  If the children walk up the north side 

of Mykonos they can avoid having to cross through the 

CVMS traffic two times. 
       

If you are interested in spending some time 

with our super students by helping with super-

vision in the morning, afternoon, and/or at 

lunch, contact me at:  jeff.copeland @sduhsd.net 
    

                 

   Thank you for your support and patience. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  CVMS does not have con-

trol of the timing of where and when SDPD chooses to 

monitor traffic patterns on city streets.  Everyone is sub-

ject at all times to a ticket if you are not following the 

rules of the road.  This includes, impeding the flow of 

traffic, crossing a double yellow line, driving on the 

wrong side of the road, and using a cell phone while driv-

ing as well as every other law under the California Vehi-

cle Code.  The CVMS administration can not get you re-

leased from a ticket and supports SDPD and their vigi-

lance in helping to keep every Bobcat student safe. 
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 SPANISH DEPARTMENT                
                NEWS 
            Alice Farrell  

 

        Bienvenue!  ¡Bienvenidos!   

                     Welcome!     
    

We in the world language depart-

ment are thrilled to welcome your 

child in our Spanish or French 

classes this year.  We have such 

terrific students who are excited 

and eager to learn.   

    We already feel so fortunate! 
 

Here are some learning strategies to help 

your child be successful second language 

learners: 
 

Encourage your child toé 
 

*   take time to speak and review what has 

been learned each day plus review previ-

ous vocabulary.  Learning a world lan-

guage is an ongoing process that requires 

constant revisiting of past information. 

 *  talk to you in her / his new lan-

guage.  You'll be surprised at what 

your child can say, and you might 

learn some French or Spanish along 

the way! 
 

*  complete assignments    

    on time. 
 

*   be his / her own best  

     advocate by asking  

     questions as often as needed and 

seeking help whenever it is needed, 

(i.e., extra support if absent or prepar-

ing for an exam). 
 

*   attend peer tutoring for help: 

       (See tutoring schedule below)  

     (cut and paste for easy reference) 

 FRENCH I / SPANISH I  
Peer Tutoring Schedule 

(Starting:  Wednesday, October 7, 2009 

thru Wednesday, May 26, 2010) 

     **Wednesday mornings**  

7:45 a.m. - 8:25 a.m. / Room 610. 

  

SPANISH II  
Peer Tutoring Schedule 
(Starting:  Tuesday, October 6, 2009 ï

thru Tuesday, May 25, 2010) 

     **Tuesday mornings**   

7:45 a.m. - 8:25 a.m. / Room 503. 

 

 

We look forward to a wonderful year 

made all the more successful because 

of your support!    
 

      Merci!   ¡Gracias!  Thank you! 

           CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE    

                    FOR CURRENT  

             ñNEWS AND UPDATESò   

                     and newsletters. 
    

                  http://www2.sduhsd.net/cv/   

    ñNOò BALLOONS AND  

     FLOWERS AT SCHOOL 
THESE ITEMS ARE NOT ALLOWED 
ON CAMPUS.  THEY ARE DISRUP-
TIVE IN CLASS AND PARENTS  

WILL BE CALLED TO COME AND PICK THEM UP.  
THE OFFICE DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH SPACE 
TO HOLD THESE ITEMS DURING THE SCHOOL 
DAY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!!!  

  Welcome Fall! With renewed vigor, we are ñcracking 
those books,ò and working on skills every day  

in the English Department. 
    
The eighth graders currently are working on a short story 

unit, examining the elements of a short story 

and all those literary terms associated with 

prose. ñFlowers for Algernonò is the short story 

that culminates this unit. Students will write a 

formal process essay in response to literature 

this fall. In November, they will be diving into 

the history of WWII and completing a research 

project related to the reading of the Goodrich 

and Hatchet play The Diary of Anne Frank. Both texts, 

ñFlowers for Algernonò and The Diary of Anne Frank, are 

abridged versions. For enrichment, parents could have the 

children read the book version of Flowers for Algernon and 

Anne Frankôs actual diary. 

                                                                                            

Similarly, our seventh graders are working on a short story 

unit. Through stories like ñRikki Tikki Taviò and ñSong of 

the Trees,ò students are learning various literary terms re-

lated to plot and author techniques. In addition to reading 

and analyzing short stories, students are writing 

their own creative short stories. Encourage your 

child to improve his or her writing by trying to use 

the author techniques we are studying in class. For 

example, your child can improve his or her story 

by including sensory detailsðdetails relating to 

taste, touch, sight, sound, and smell. 
 

The very best thing you can do to help your child 

in English is to encourage and model independent reading. 

We suggest setting up a daily time for the child to read 

twenty to thirty minutes. If you sit down and read with him 

or her, it is even better.  Set the kitchen timer and enjoy the 

quality time! 

                        Have a great year everyone! 

                                 NEWS FROM THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  

                                                                                            LORI MEYER 


