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23.3 Class Structure

The five levels of the Mayan class structure are outlined on the Temple of
the Jaguar below. Label each level with the name of the class. For each
class, list at least three interesting or important details about that group’s

duties, work, or lifestyle.

Possible answers: The Rulev

¢ Called the halach uivic, ov
“true mom.”

¢ Decided when and wheve
to 90 to waw.

¢ At veligious cevewmonies,
wove & headdvess as tall as
A pevson.

¢ Was mfluenced vy Lemale
Lamily mewmbers.

Nobles amd Priests

¢ Only priests amd unovles knew how to
vead amd write.

¢ Nobles gathered taxes, supplies, and
lavov Lor impovtamt projects.

¢ Nobles led peasamt avmies n times of waw.
o Priests led vituals omd pevPormed sacvifices.

Mevchomts amAd Avtisoms
¢ Mevchamts trawveled by sea, vivey, amd voads to tvade

with other city-states.
¢ Mevchomts tvaded such goods as obsidiam, jade, copal, and

quetzal feathers.
¢ Avtists painted murals of Mayam life and importamnt battles.

¢ Avtisans weve skilled weavevs amd pottevs.

Peasomts
¢ Peasant men wovked mostly i the fields.
¢+ Peasomt women genevally worked at prepaving food, weaving, amd sewing.
s Peasomts also bullt temples and pyvamids amd sevved as soldievs.
s Peasants sometimes attended voyal weddings amd religious cevewmonies.

Slawves
¢ People could become slaves if their Lamily sold them into slavery.

¢ Soldievs of humble background who weve captured in war became slaves.
o People who committed sevious crimes became slaves.
¢ Slawves weve often sacvificed whew theiv masters Aied.




