ER G UIDE T

23.5 Religious Beliefs and Practices

_READING

Use the outline of El Caracol observatory in Chichen Itza to create a
spoke diagram. For each spoke, list at least two important pieces of
information about each of these aspects of Mayan religious beliefs and
practices:

* Mayan gods

 offerings and sacrifices Pok-a-tok

* pok-a-tok ¢ This is & ball game played vy
two teowms of novles.

¢ Players tvied to hit & vubber vall
Hhavough a stone hoop using theiv

Possible amswers: elbows, wrists, ama hips.

¢ Mewbers of the losing team may
hawe been sacvificed.

¢ the Sacred Round

ofLevings amd Sacvifices
YIS vt The Sacved Round

The M Ae offevings
‘ € Nty Mage oTTETng ¢ The Maya's knowledge of

of plowmts, Pood, Plowers,

Leathers, jade, and shells.

Animals amd sometimes
humams weve sacvificed.

astronomy amd math allowed
thew to Aevelop a complex
calendar system.

¢ The Sacred Round was wmade up
of two cycles. owe cycle was
made up of the numbers | to 13;
the other had 20 Aay nawmes.
\ ¢ The Sacved Round was used to
Aetevmine the vest Aays to
plamt, Ao battle, pevform veligious
cevewmonies, oamd many other
activities.

¢ In Chichew ltza, humans
weve sacvificed by being
Hhavoum into o sacved well. \

Mayan Gods

¢ The Maya believed in move thom 160 gods.

¢ Primary gods weve the god of vain, the god of
covh, amd the god of death.

¢ The jaguar was am importamt amimal in the
Mayowm veligion.




